
The FirsT 50 Years oF The BarrY CounTY adverTiser            DECEMBER 13, 1967 - DECEMBER 13, 2017       

December 13, 1967 - December 
13, 2017

The FirsT 50 Years oF The BarrY 
CounTY adverTiser



2      DECEMBER 13, 1967 - DECEMBER 13, 2017                                                                                                                                                             The FirsT 50 Years oF The BarrY CounTY adverTiser

2

1960-1969

Vol. 1 No. 2, Dec. 20, 1967

Vol. 1 No. 2, Dec. 20, 1967 Vol. 1 No. 3, Dec. 27, 1967

Vol. 2 No. 29, Jun. 25, 1969

Vol. 2 No. 24, May 21, 1969

Vol. 1 No. 3, Dec. 27, 1967

Vol. 1 No. 3, Dec. 27, 1967
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1970-1979

Vol. 6 No. 3, Dec. 20, 1972

Vol. 10 No. 22, Apr. 27, 1977

Vol. 11 No. 48, Oct. 25, 1978

Vol. 11 No. 16, Mar. 15, 1978

Vol. 10 No. 8, Jan. 19, 1977
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1980-1989

Vol. 15 No. 10, Jan. 27, 1982

Vol. 15 No. 18, Mar. 24, 1982

Justin 
Boots 

Coming to 
Cassville

Vol. 18 No. 27, May 22, 1985

Vol. 16 No. 33, July 6, 1983

Vol. 19 No. 45, Sept. 24, 1986
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Vol. 28 No. 35, July 5, 1995

Vol. 25 No. 11, Jan. 22, 1992 Vol. 25 No. 37, July 29, 1992

1990-1999

Vol. 25 No. 2, Nov. 20, 1991
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2000-2009

 Apr. 26, 2006

Vol. 38 No. 43, Aug. 17, 2005

Vol. 38 No. 48, Sept. 21, 2005

Vol. 42 No. 19, Feb. 25, 2009

Vol. 36 No. 48, Sept. 24, 2003

Vol. 33 No. 26, Apr. 26, 2000

Vol. 33 No. 21, Mar. 22, 2000

Vol. 42 No. 20, Mar. 4, 2009Vol. 42 No. 19, Feb. 25, 2009
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Spotlight Charlea Mills
The women of the Cass-

ville United Methodist 
Church held their 11th an-
nual Tinsel Tea on Saturday, 
December 14, to benefit the 
church’s food pantry. Each 
year, the Tinsel Tea has 
women from the church and 
community decorate a table 
for the event.

For someone who has 
never seen the beautiful ta-
blescapes at the church, it 
is quite a sight. Different 
women decorate their tables 
in different ways, some opt-
ing for traditional Christmas 
themes, others with antique 
or peacock themes. Each 
table reflected the personal-
ity of the lady or pair who 
decorated it. 

This year, the women 
served 175 people at the tea 
which is comparable to most 
other years. The guests dined 
at 20 different tables deco-
rated individually by women 
of the community. Stacy 
Runnels, event coordinator, 
stated, “The weather did not 
affect our attendance at all.”

Each person dining at the 
tea pays $15, but many peo-
ple donate more than that 
amount. George’s, Inc. also 
donates all of the chicken for 
their chicken salad that they 
serve. This year, after expens-

es, they raised $2,488 for the 
food pantry, similar to most 
other years. 

Runnels also organized 
the tea last year after assisting 
Jo Anne Ellis for five years 
before that. When asked why 
she chose to volunteer her 
time to the event, she stated, 

“I really enjoy planning and 
organizing the event. I feel 
like it is so important to raise 
the money for our food pan-
try at the United Methodist 
Church, especially this time 
of year. I also love the Christ-
mas season and decorating 
for the tea and preparing the 

music and food is all part of 
the holidays.”

Runnels continued, “I 
am truly grateful for every-
one who assists with the tea, 
especially the table host-
esses and the cooks. I’m also 
thankful for everyone in at-
tendance.”

The Tinsel Tea also in-
cluded Christmas musical 
performances and a program 
for those in attendance. 

“It just doesn’t feel like 
Christmas until we have the 
Tinsel Tea,” said Runnels. 

For more pictures from 
the Tinsel Tea, see page 2A.
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BC Wastewater Ordinance 
public hearing set for Jan. 9

Annual Tinsel Tea serves to benefit food pantry

The ladies of the annual Tinsel Tea are pictured left to right. Front row: Sylvia Phillips, Carolyn Stacy, Leslie Smith, Stacy Run-
nels, Kayla Ragsdale, Jo Anne Ellis, Barbara White and Mindi Artherton. Second row: Jill LeCompte, Michelle Kent, Sylvia Phil-
lips, Brenda Fletcher, Margaret Beeson, Marolyn Wood, Patty Door, Carmella Buckner and Emily Wood. Third row: Janet Mills, 
Christy Hermansen, Bobbie Tucker, Sandy Cullers, Linda Phipps, Judie Starchman, Lee Assing, Tiffany Miner, Janet Watley, Kelsey 
Vollenweider and Cari Vollenweider. Back row: Jan Houser, Sarah Dalton, Melanie Stringer and Stephanie Marple. 

Shop with a Cop grants Christmas wishes

Charlea Mills
Thanks to community 

nominations, 12 lucky kids 
from the Seligman area got 
to Shop with a Cop, a pro-
gram sponsored by the Selig-

man Police Department. 
The Seligman Police De-

partment spent two and a 
half months selling raffle 
tickets for three different 
prizes to raise money for the 

program. When they drew 
for raffle, they had enough 
money to sponsor 12 chil-
dren’s shopping sprees at the 
Cassville Walmart. 

Each child was given 
$135 by the Seligman Police 
Department. Walmart gave 
each of the children a tin of 
popcorn, a Santa hat and a 
shopping card, while Subway 
discounted food for the kids 
so that the police could treat 
them to lunch, as well. 

The funds raised by the 
department came from 
tickets sold for a 32” LCD 
flat screen TV won by Matt 
Hudgins, a Henry .22 lever 
action rifle won by Ray Ed-
ward and a bird house/feeder 
won by Charles Allgood. Ini-
tially, the drawing was to be 
held at the Seligman Christ-
mas parade, but when the 
event was called off due to in-
clement weather, they opted 
to draw on Friday, December 
13, instead. 

The contest was also sup-
ported by donations made by 
Freedom Bank and Peoples 
Bank, both of Seligman. 
Members of the community 
nominated families for the 
program, then the police de-

Seligman Police Chief Garry Thornton takes youngster Jona-
than Long shopping for Christmas gifts where they got a special 
visit from Santa. 

See COPS on 12A

Charlea Mills
Changes might be com-

ing to Barry County resi-
dents when their property 
changes hands in the future. 
The Barry County Health 
Department is holding a 
public hearing to discuss the 
current Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment System Ordinance 
on Thursday, January 9, at 7 
p.m. at the FEMA shelter in 
Cassville. 

The main concern dealt 
with in the proposed ordi-
nance is the health and safety 
of the citizens of Barry Coun-
ty. As it stands, there are no 
inspections done on waste-
water system or septic tanks 
in the county. This leads to 
concerns over whether those 
systems are safe and not 
draining into waterways or 
getting into drinking water. 

Roger Brock, adminis-
trator of the Health Depart-
ment, stated, “The number 
one priority is trying to im-
prove the water quality in the 
county.”

The way the new ordi-
nance would work is when a 
house sells, the septic system 
would be inspected as part of 
the housing inspection. Some 

lenders already required a 
wastewater system inspec-
tion, but this would make it 
unilateral for all home sales 
in the county. 

Brock assured that this 
would not affect property 
sales, “This will not stop 
property from selling. There 
are many options for some-
one that wants to buy the 
house if the system has issues. 
The buyer will just have to 
sign a written agreement that 
they will make the repairs to 
make the system functional.”

Brock went on to state, 
“This will also help with the 
whole ‘buyer beware’ issue. 
People will know what they 
are getting when they buy the 
property.”

The county would not be 
responsible for any of the 
inspections done on the sys-
tem. The only fee going to 
the Barry County Health De-
partment would be $25 for 
property transfer paperwork 
that shows the system is in 
working order. 

When asked what types 
of issues they will be looking 
for in the inspections, Brock 

See WASTEWATER on 3A

Visit us 
online!

The Barry County Ad-
vertiser is now avail-
able online! Visit us at 
www.4bcaonline.com to 
view additional photo 
galleries, check the clas-
sifieds and view weekly 
advertising deals. 

Advertiser 
Closed 

The Barry County Ad-
vertiser will be closed 
Tuesday, December 24, 
and Wednesday, Decem-
ber 25, in observance of 
Christmas. Our dead-
lines will be noon on 
Friday, December 20, 
and Friday, December 
27, at 4 p.m. 

Courthouse 
& Judicial 

Center 
Closed

The Barry County 
Courthouse and Judi-
cial Center will both be 
closed Wednesday, De-
cember 25, for Christ-
mas. The Assessor’s of-
fice will close at noon on 
Christmas Eve. 

Cassville 
Christmas 

parade
The Cassville Christmas 
parade will be Friday, 
December 20, at 6 p.m.

Exeter 
Christmas 

parade
The Exeter Christmas 

parade will be Saturday, 
December 21, at 1:30 
p.m.
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Spotlight

Charlea Mills
This year marks the most 

successful fundraising year 
for the Seligman Shop with 
a Cop program to date. The 
Seligman Police Department 
has raised $9,500 to take un-
derprivileged kids shopping 
for presents this year, more 
than double last year’s record 
total. 

Big donations for the 
year included a $2,000 check 
from the Seligman Walmart 
Neighborhood Market, 
which was presented to Chief 
of Police Terry Burgess on 
Monday, November 23, by 
store manager Ben Stoerger. 
Burgess said, “The program 
is very grateful that the new 
store manager donated along 
with the Cassville Walmart 
and Walmart DC in Ben-
tonville. It really helps make 
the program a success along 
with all of the other dona-
tions.” The Cassville Walmart 
gave a check for $1,500, and 
a variety of local businesses, 
like White Oak Station, D & 
D Oil of Wheaton, Eagan’s 
and others also contributed 
to the cause. 

The program is an im-
portant event that the Police 
Department looks forward 
to each year. Burgess said, 
“It’s an opportunity to spread 
some joy to children who 
might not otherwise have it.”

This year, Seligman Po-
lice Chief Burgess and Offi-
cers Aaron Kyser, Fernando 
Ortega, Matt Phillips and 
Joseph Arnold will take the 
children selected for the pro-
gram shopping for their gifts 

at the Cassville Walmart on 
December 13. Businesses 
can continue to donate to the 
program up until Friday, De-
cember 11.  

In terms of the large 
amount raised this year, Bur-
gess said, “I think the early 
start with fundraising gave 
more businesses an oppor-
tunity to donate. I started 
the preparation and apply-
ing for Walmart grants back 
in October. I reached out to 
business and that probably 
helped the most with how 
much was raised.

Burgess said, “It really is a 
team effort at City Hall with 
everybody accepting the ap-
plications and donations and 
informing the public about 
the program.”

Children can still be 

Advertiser 
closed

The Barry County Ad-
vertiser will be closed on 
Thursday, November 26, 
in observance of Thanks-
giving. Hours will return 
to normal on Friday, No-
vember 27. Deadlines 
will be as usual: display 
ads by Monday at 5 p.m., 
bordered classifieds by 
Monday at 5 p.m. and 
classified line ads by 
Tuesday at noon. 

Judicial 
Center, 

courthouse 
closed

The Barry County Judi-
cial Center and court-
house will be closed on 
Thursday, November 
26, and Friday, Novem-
ber 27, in observance of 
Thanksgiving. 

Christmas 
parades

Area Christmas pa-
rades are as follows:

• Cassville: Saturday, 
December 5, at 6 p.m.

• Exeter: Friday, De-
cember 5, at 1:30 p.m. 

• Seligman: Saturday, 
December 12, at 2 p.m. 

• Wheaton: Saturday, 
December 12, at 6 p.m.
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Cassville man 
held in jail on rape charge
Charlea Mills

A Cassville man was ar-
rested last week on a rape 
charge after allegedly sexu-
ally assaulting his estranged 
wife. Matthew O’Leary, 29, 
of Cassville, is charged with 
felony rape in the first de-
gree and is currently being 
held in the Barry County 
Jail in lieu of a $30,000 cash-
only bond. 

According to the af-
fidavit of probable cause 
by Barry County Sheriff ’s 
Detective Robert Evenson, 
O’Leary saw his estranged 
wife at Fastrip in Cassville 
on November 17 around 
1:15 p.m. The two argued 
in the parking lot before  
O’Leary took her cell phone 
and drove off, according to 
the report. 

O’Leary stopped his 
truck on Farm Road 2172, 
around one mile west of 
Highway 37, and the victim 
tried to get her cell phone 
back. At that point, he alleg-
edly raped her on the seat in 
his truck before she escaped 
to her car. According to 
Evenson’s report, the victim 
said “no” multiple times. 

O’Leary then punched 
the windshield of her car, 
causing damage to the glass 
and hood. O’Leary was ar-
rested on the warrant on 
Thursday, November 19, on 
a warrant issued by Barry 
County Judge Robert Foul-
ke. The Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment is awaiting the results 
of a rape test, which will be 
submitted as evidence. 

Charlea Mills
A Fayetteville, Ark., man 

was seriously injured over 
the weekend when he drove 
off a bluff and landed in a 
creek bed north of Selig-
man. 

Jeremiah A. Ball, 28, 
of Fayetteville, Ark., was 
driving a 2005 Jeep Grand 

Cherokee southbound on 
Highway 37 about four 
miles north of Seligman 
on Saturday afternoon. Ac-
cording to the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol crash 
report, Ball traveled off the 
left side of the road, through 
two fences and went off of 
a bluff before landing in a 

creek bed. Ball had to be 
transported to Mercy Hos-
pital in Rogers, Ark., for his 
injuries. 

The Jeep was totaled and 
had to be towed from the 
scene. Ball was wearing a 
seatbelt at the time of the 
crash. 

Fayetteville man seriously 
injured after Jeep wrecks off bluff

Charlea Mills
Every Thursday morning 

at Southwest High School, 
the commons area is filled 

with students studying furi-
ously. At each table, a few stu-
dents sit together, heads to-
gether, pouring over tablets, 
textbooks, graph paper and 
notes. Students are learning, 
guided by one another, and 
the result is creating a ripple 
effect among the students.

When Southwest High 
School math teacher Karen 
Huffman saw some of her 
students struggling with test 
scores below par, she took a 
proactive approach. Huff-
man said, “We were strug-
gling with our math scores, 
and we wanted to bring up 
our EOC and ACT math 
scores. So I asked some of my 
upper level students to help 
out with the students who 
were struggling in some of 
the other classes.” All of the 
upper level students agreed 
to help, and all but two of the 
struggling students in some 
of the lower level math class-
es accepted the offer for help. 
Each week, there are between 
20 and 25 tutors helping the 
30 students in the program. 
Huffman said, “All of the kids 
in the program want to be tu-
tored and are working hard. 
They’re appreciative for what 
they’re getting.”

For the past few months, 
every Thursday means an 
hour of time to get together 
and work on assignments 
and concepts that the stu-
dents didn’t grasp during 

class. The differences in the 
test scores have been extraor-
dinary. Huffman said, “I had 
one girl who got a six percent 
on her first test to a 75 per-
cent on the second one just 
from this tutoring.” The stu-
dents in the program agree, 
the one-on-one time makes a 
huge difference. 

Emily Snyder, a sopho-
more, said, “My test grades 
have gone up. The tests have 
gotten a lot easier since this 
started.”

Hailey Benninger, also a 
sophomore, said, “If we don’t 
get it during class, we can al-
ways bring it to tutoring and 
ask.”

Both Snyder and Ben-
ninger work with senior Ha-
ven Brown. Brown said that 
she had been tutoring out-
side of the program since she 
was in high school. “I was al-
ways helping kids with math 
since freshman year. So help-
ing now was always going to 
happen. Now, it’s more con-
venient. Now we have a set 
time once a week when they 
know I can help them, and I 
can still have a life instead of 
everyone asking me anytime 
they see me.”

Not surprisingly, the stu-
dents tutoring get a lot out 
of the program outside of 
protection of their free time. 

SW students step up to help math scores

Pictured above, Southwest senior Alejandro Jimenez helps freshman Mariah Munday during the 
Thursday morning tutoring program. 

See TUTORS on 2A

Seligman Shop With a Cop 
brings in almost $10K in donations

Seligman Walmart Neighborhood Market manager Ben Sto-
erger presents a check for $2,000 to Police Chief Terry Burgess 
for the Shop with a Cop Program. 

nominated to the program by 
contacting the Seligman City 
Hall, 29144 Main Street, or 
(417) 662-3600 until Mon-
day, November 30, at 4:30 
p.m. The children will be se-
lected starting December 1 
and their families notified on 
how to proceed. 

Visit us 
online!

The Barry County Ad-
vertiser is now avail-
able online! Visit us at 
www.4bcaonline.com to 
view additional photo 
galleries, check the clas-
sifieds and view weekly 
advertising deals. 
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Man arrested 
for alleged kidnapping
A Cassville man was arrested for 
allegedly holding a woman at knife 
point in his bedroom.      3A

Vehicle thefts 
lead to three charged
Three were charged with the theft 
of a truck and a car in March.   9A

Full Election Results
See the full April 4 unofficial Gen-
eral Municipal Election results for 
Barry County.           10-11A

Purdy School 
offers internship class
Purdy seniors are offered the op-
portunity for real-life experience 
through internships.    13A

shiveley in for sixth year as cassville mayor
Charlea Estes

Cassville incumbent Bill 
Shiveley beat out his com-
petitor, newcomer Colby 
Lowe, for his mayoral seat 
in the city. Shiveley took 75 
percent of the vote with 235 
votes, and Lowe took 25 per-
cent with 78 votes, accord-
ing to unofficial numbers 
released by Barry County 
Clerk Gary Youngblood the 
night of the election. 

Shiveley’s win guarantees 
him a sixth and seventh year 
as Cassville’s mayor. When 
asked why he decided to 
run for the position again, 
he said his main motiva-
tion was to see the water and 
sewer projects through, as 
well as continue to work on 
the streets in the city with 
the fairly new transportation 
tax on the books. 

Shiveley was on site at 
Barry County’s old court-
house as the ballots were 
being counted. However, 
he was more concerned 
with the city voters’ deci-

sion regarding the water and 
sewer bond issue that will 
provide a funding mecha-
nism to overhaul the sys-
tems. Shiveley has been pub-
lic about his support of the 
bond issue to bring the city’s 
sewer system in compliance 
with the Missouri Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 

Lowe ran for the seat 
wanting to make an impact 
on the city’s management 
through streets and the 
water and sewer system 
improvements. Lowe also 
claimed citizens did not 
trust the current city admin-
istration’s honesty or appro-
priation of funds. 

Shiveley was appreciative 
of citizens’ confidence in 
him to continue to lead the 
city. He also said he is look-
ing forward to continue his 
vision for street improve-
ments, as well as the water 
and sewer. 

He said, “I’m thankful 
that the voters have con-
fidence in what I’ve been 

doing and I hope we can 
continue to make progress 
in the future.”

When asked for com-
ment regarding Shiveley’s 

win, Lowe said, “Congratu-
lations. This is only the 
beginning. If I don’t see 
improvements within the 
next two years, I will try 

Charlea Estes
Cassville voters approved an $11 million water and 

sewer systems bond issue at the polls yesterday. Voters 
approved the issue with a fairly narrow margin, 60 percent 
in favor and 40 percent against. The issue had drawn a lot 
of attention from both supporters and critics prior to the 
election. 

Cassville mayor Bill Shiveley, who won the seat for the 
sixth year as mayor in the same election, was pleased with 
the passing of the bond. He said, “I am very excited that the 
bond passed. No matter whether I was mayor or someone 
else, that was something the city had to do. I appreciate the 
residents passing that and allowing us to get in compliance 
with DNR. We were going to have to do the work one way 
or another and this was the best way to do it.”

City Administrator Steve Walensky said, “First of all, I 
want to thank the people who came out to vote. Obviously, 
that is one of the first things on my mind. I want them to 
understand that the staff at city hall is very appreciative for 
them actually get out to vote, especially with an issue as 
important as our water and sewer.”

Walensky added, “I’m looking forward to working 
with the honorable Bill Shiveley and the city council on 
the future progression for our community. I would say the 
significant projects, like water and sewer and our trans-
portation needs, will be well coordinated to make sure 
everything improves and the community is aware of the 
progress.” 

The primary reason the city pursued the issue was to 
be compliant with an agreement made with the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources. The city agreed to fix 
the wastewater treatment issue, which was that untreated 
water was being released in Flat Creek, usually due to 
heavy flooding and rain, voluntarily through an agreement 
in 2011. With extensions granted in 2015, the city was 
faced with a $5.4 million sewer repair issue, but no funding 
to complete it until the bond passed yesterday. 

The sewer project will involve replacing most of the 
aging main line, which is allowing water to infiltrate the 
lines and causing an excess of ground and rain water in 
the sewer system to be treated at the wastewater plant. The 
plant is not equipped to treat the additional influx of water 
through leaks, which is what was leading to untreated 
water being released into the Flat Creek. 

The city added water system repairs to the bond issue, 

Cassville City voters 
approve $11 Million 

water, sewer bond issue

Southwest bond issue passes, renovations to begin
Charlea Estes

The Southwest R-5 
School District’s proposed 
bond issue was approved by 
the large majority of vot-
ers in yesterday’s General 
Municipal Election. The 
District requested $1.3 mil-
lion bonding from voters 
to make improvements and 
repairs to various buildings 
on the school’s campus. 

Southwest Superinten-
dent Tosha Tilford said she 

Shiveley

appreciates voters’ support 
to make the repairs and 
improve students’ experi-
ence. She said, “I appreci-
ate their support so much. 
It shows how proud they 
are of the school system 
and how supportive they 
are. We, the community, 
needed to show the school 
how proud we are of them.”

She added, “I commend 
my bond issue committee. 
They worked their tails off. 
They got out and spread the 
word to help get yes votes 
out.”

Voters approved the 
issue with a large margin, 
79 percent of voters in favor 
and 21 percent against 
it. Southwest District has 
voters in both Barry and 
McDonald Counties who 
determined the fate of 
the bond issue. In Barry 
County, Washburn and 
Seligman precincts voted 
on the issue, with 407 vot-
ing yes and 105 voting no. 
In Barry County, 79 per-
cent of voters were in favor 
of the bond. In McDonald 
County, 30 voters were in 
favor and 2 voters were 
against it. Voters approved 
it in McDonald County 

with 94 percent for and 3 
against.  

The next step will be 
looking at selling the bond 
with the best interest rates. 
Tilford stated, “The next 
step is working with L.J. 
Hart Companies. They will 
come in and give us a scope 
on what they’ve found for 
us interest-wise.”

The bond issue will fund 
repairs to the middle school 
gymnasium, known to alum 
as “The Pit.” The founda-
tion needs to be stabilized 
to maintain the integrity 
of the original structure. 
Along with the foundation 
work, the gym will also 
receive a new floor, insula-
tion, air conditioning and 
ceiling. 

She said, “As far as the 
middle school gym goes, 
that’s a facility that we are 
not in a position to rebuild. 
It would take a tax increase 
to rebuild it. It’s one of the 
nicest middle school gym 
facilities for a school our 
size in the area. Sometimes 
when it’s hot, we actually 
have to move games to the 
high school gym because 
we don’t have air condition-
ing. It’s also a community 

building, and it’ll make it 
easier for the community to 
access that.”

The bond will also pro-
vide funding to repair exist-
ing elementary restrooms, 
some of which are out of 
order entirely, as well as the 
construction of new bath-
rooms on the north end of 
the building between the 
elementary classrooms and 
the multipurpose building. 

Tilford said, “This is 
going to be a tremendous 
impact for students. Our 
elementary will not be so 
tied to a restroom schedule. 
PreK through second grade 
is in that building and they 
are on such a tight restroom 
schedule because there are 
so many of them in there. 

“If you have an emer-
gency, sometimes it’s hard 
to get a student to the bath-
room. Getting these fixed 
and adding new ones, it’ll 
help loosen that schedule. I 
can’t imagine having to tell 
them they can’t go to the 
restroom. It’s a win-win all 
around.”

The school hopes to 
complete all repairs before 
the 2018-19 school year. 
Through other funding, 

see souTHWesT on 3a

see seWer on 11a

see maYor on 9a
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Spotlight

Office 
Closed

The Barry County Ad-
vertiser offices will be 
closed in observance 
of Independence Day 
on Friday, July 4. Hours 
will remain the same 
on Thursday and the 
following Monday. 

Truck and 
Tractor Pull
There will be a truck 
and tractor pull at 
the American Legion 
grounds in Cassville on 
Thursday, July 3, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. For more 
information, see the ad 
on page 1B. 

Friday 
Squared

The Cassville Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce’s Friday Squared 
and Sno-Glow 5K will 
be on July 11. For more 
informaiton, contact 
the Chamber at (417) 
847-2814.

"Like" the 
Advertiser 

on 
Facebook

The Barry County Ad-
vertiser is now on Face-
book. Check us out at 
www.facebook.com/
BCAdvertiser and be-
come a fan today!
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Local kids Nate Spencer, Riley Ragsdale, Lydia Hopper and Sadie Judd keep cool by splashing 
around at the Cassville Aquatic Center. Free swimming day will be Friday, July 4, at the pool. 

E.M.
Just a little over one month 

remains for Barry County 
voters to familiarize them-
selves on the questions con-
fronting them in the Tuesday, 
August 5, Primary election.

Republican primary vot-
ers will be choosing a nomi-
nee in the three-man race 
for Presiding Commissioner 
between incumbent Com-
missioner Cherry Warren, 
Eastern and former Southern 
District commissioner Eddie 
A. Davison of Shell Knob, and 
Seligman Police Chief Terry 
L. Burgess. Voters will choose 
between Steven J. Dunker, of 
Cassville, Matthew Thomas 
Weatherman, of Golden and 
Amy Boxx, of Monett, in the 
three way race for Prosecut-
ing Attorney. Each of the of-
fices are for four year terms. 
No Democrats filed for any 
of the county offices in Barry 
County.

All incumbents from the 
other county offices are un-
opposed for election. They 
include County Treasurer 
Lois Lowe, State Representa-
tive Scott Fitzpatrick, Coun-
ty Collector Janice Varner, 
Circuit Clerk and Recorder 
Craig Williams, County 
Clerk Gary Youngblood, for 

Associate Circuit Judge in Di-
vision One, Johnnie Cox, and 
Associate Circuit Judge in Di-
vision Two, Robert Foulke.

There are five Constitu-
tional amendments that will 
be voted on. These will be 
discussed later. Only one oth-
er Primary contest is between 
incumbent Congressman Bil-
ly Long and challenger Mar-
shall Works.

Perhaps the most contro-
versial question to be settled 
by the Primary voter is the 
State Highways requested 
sales tax hike.

The state’s transportation 
department has been funded 
for over 100 years by a gaso-
line tax, which at present is 
16 or 17 cents a gallon out 
of the $3.40 a gallon charge 
currently paid at the pump 
by motorists. The state trans-
portation department want 
to tax a revenue source which 
has never been used to fund 
transportation costs.

On the Democrat side of 
the Primary ballot there is 
only one primary race. There 
are two candidates for the of-
fice of Congressman of the 
Seventh District are Gen-
evieve Williams and Jim Ev-
ans.

Tensions rise as Ash Road 
Commission seeks road bids
Charlea Mills

An ongoing conflict be-
tween select residents of the 
Ash Road District and the 
road district commissioners 
has grown increasingly heat-
ed over the past few meetings 
with Monday’s meeting being 
no exception. 

The debate in question 
pertains to the commission-
ers requesting bids for con-
tracting out maintenance of 
the 30 miles of county roads 
in the district. Currently, the 
district employs two men, 
Erwin Harp and Robert Hen-
drix, to do all of the mainte-
nance and repairs. The road 
district commissioners, Dale 
Stewart, David Dalton and 
Jesse Taylor, are working to 
find a compromise between 
what is fiscally responsible 
for the taxpayer funds and 
the requests of the residents. 
Bid requests for the district 
were submitted after the June 
12 meeting with the favor of 
Dalton and Taylor with Stew-
art opposing.

Due to the increasing ten-
sions during previous meet-
ings and an alleged death 

threat against one of the 
commissioners, two sheriff ’s 
deputies were in attendance 
at the  Monday night meet-
ing  to ensure peace between 
the commissioners, the em-
ployees and around 15 Ash 
Road District residents there 
to voice their concerns over 
the contractor bid requests.

Taylor, elected in April of 
this year, stated during the 
meeting, “I’m not trying to 
hurt anyone. We’re just try-
ing to look at other alterna-
tive options that might make 
for better roads.” 

In response, Lisa Sickles, 
resident, stated, “I’ve never 
heard complaints about our 
road district, and now you all 
want to come in and change 
it.” Those in attendance at the 
meeting stressed that they 
are satisfied with the road 
maintenance as is within the 
district and fear the reper-
cussions of contracting the 
work out. 

Liana Hendrix, resident 
and wife of employee Rob-
ert, stated, “I feel like there 
should have been more due 
diligence on the commis-

sioners’ part as to what’s ac-
tually entailed in maintaining 
the district and what needs to 
be done. If there’s a tree in the 
road, I can’t wait an hour for 
a contractor to come out to 
take care of it before I leave 
for work. If a road is impass-
able due to floods or deep 

snow, we need to know that 
we can get out in a reasonable 
amount of time. That’s what 
we’re worried about.”

Dalton explained the 
commissioners’ reasoning 
behind asking for bids is to 

August 
Primary drawing near

Kids stay cool in the summer heat

See ASH on 3A.

Charlea Mills
The Cassville Area Cham-

ber of Commerce is prepar-
ing for their annual Christ-
mas in July celebration. 
Friday Squared will be held 
on July 11 with music, the 
second annual Sno-Glo 5K 
and a movie screening.

The event is a opportunity 
for the community to gather, 
visit local businesses and par-
ticipate in fun, themed activi-
ties. The kick off for Friday 
Squared is at 7 p.m. where 
there will be live music until 
8:45 p.m., the 5K at 8 p.m. 
and a screening of the movie 
Jack Frost at 8:45 p.m. 

Businesses participating 
will have special demonstra-
tions, products and sales go-
ing on during the event as 
well as offer up prizes for a big 
Chamber drawing. Entries 
for the drawing will be given 
to anyone who makes a pur-
chase at one of the businesses 
during Friday Squared. 

The all-ages SnoGlo 5K 
is a $30 entry fee with reg-
istration ending at 4:30 p.m. 
on July 11. The top overall 
male and female medals will 
be awarded as well as first, 
second, and third place male 
and female finisher of each 
class. $30 in Cassville Cash 
will be given to the partici-
pant with the “most glo.”

For more information, 
contact the Cassville Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 
(417) 847-2814 or chamber@
cassville.com.

Friday 
Squared to be 
held July 11

Community fireworks 
displays slated for weekend

Charlea Mills
A weekend filled with 

family fun, barbeques and 
fireworks is just a few short 
days away as the commu-
nity celebrates Independence 
Day. Many different area 
communities have events 
scheduled to ensure that ev-
eryone has a safe, fun atmo-
sphere to enjoy fireworks and 
camaraderie. 

Wheaton, Seligman, 
Monett and Shell Knob are 
each holding their Fourth of 
July celebrations on Friday, 
while Eagle Rock is holding 

their barbeque and fireworks 
display on Saturday. 

The Wheaton Fire De-
partment will be hosting 
their second annual Freedom 
Jam on Friday beginning at 6 
p.m. This year, there will be 
a professional fireworks dis-
play and performances by 
The Black Moods, Down & 
Out and Point South. The 
event is free admission and 
alcohol-free. There will be 
concessions and people are 
encouraged to bring lawn 

One community event began over the weekend with J. Rock and 
the 3rd Street Band performing at the Cassville Soccer Booster 
Club fireworks stand in Eagle Rock. Pictured above are, left to 
right: Debbie Nickle and Josh Davidson with Bruce Nickle and 
Jack  Reed.

See FIREWORKS on 3A.

Visit us 
online!

The Barry County Ad-
vertiser is now avail-
able online! Visit us at 
www.4bcaonline.com to 
view additional photo 
galleries, check the clas-
sifieds and view weekly 
advertising deals. 

A

BARRy CounTy AdveRTiSeR

Cassville, MO
417-847-4475

When You Want 
It To Last...

LAMINATE IT!
Retain articles in their 

original condition.

Keepsakes such as:
•Wedding announcements
•Birth announcements
•License
•Sports photos
•In Memoriam 
•Obituaries
•Pet photos
•Legal 
 documents
•Happy 
 Birthday greetings
•Special award photos
•Sport photos
•News articles

Bring it in––we'll
laminate while you wait!
8 1/2" x 11" (heavy) $1.75 each

8 1/2" x 11" (light) $1.50 each

Pouch $1.25 each
Card $1.00 each

"The Paper With 100% Coverage"
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